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Therequirementsof theUniform Construction Code(UCC), theNew Jersey
StateBoard of Architects, and theNew Jersey Board of Professional Engineersand
Land Surveyorsregarding signingandsedling of congtructiondocumentsareasfollows:

N.JA.C.5:23-2.15(e) 1.vii statesthat thelicensed/regi stered professional of
record must sign and seal each sheet of each copy of plans, thetitle page of the
specifications, and any additiona supportinginformationsubmitted. Theacceptable
manner of signing and sealingisestablished by each professional licensing board.
Wherethedocument includesthework of morethan oneprofessional, each profes-
sional shall signand seal thework that he prepared.

Therearesomeinstanceswhenthesignatureand sedl of alicensed/registered
design professional isnot required on construction documents:

a) Onapplicationsfor congtruction, ateration, repair of or addition tosingle-
family dwellings, including accessory structures, for theexclusiveoccu-
pancy of theowner, who a so hasprepared the construction documents
and will construct the dwelling by himself or herself (N.J.A.C.5:23-
2.15(e)1.vii).

b) Whentheconstruction officia waivestherequirement for plansbecause
thework isof aminor nature (N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.15(e) 1.viii).

c) Plumbing, electrical,and mechanical plansfor Classl || structuresmay
beprepared by plumbing, € ectrical, and mechanica contractors, respec-
tively[N.J.A.C.5:23-2.15(e)1.vii(1) and (3)].

HOW ARCHITECTSMUST SIGNAND SEAL:

Siteplansof projectsor construction documentsrequired to be submitted
for review and/or approval by any State, county, or municipal agency shall bear the
titleblock of thearchitect, includingtheessential e ementsrequired by theNew Jersey
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StateBoard of Architectsregulations(N.J.A.C. 13:27-6.7), including:

Thefull nameof thearchitect, architectural firm, or company;
Theaddressof thearchitect or architectural firm;

Thename of the client and thelocation of the project;

Thenameand licensenumber of thearchitectinresponsiblecharge; and
Thesignatureandraised professional seal of thearchitectinresponsible
charge (arubber stamp of aseal isnot acceptable).

agrwdE

Atthetimeof registration, aprofessional seal pressfor thenewly licensed
architectisordered by the Board of Architects. Thisprocessmay takefour to six
weeks. Intheevent that it becomesnecessary to submit construction documentsfor
review or approval prior torecei pt of thesedl press, theBoardwill verify thearchitect's
registrationtothereviewing agency and request that theconstruction documentshbe
acceptedfor consideration without therequiredimpression of theseal.

HOW ENGINEERS MUST SIGN AND SEAL:

Siteplansand construction documentsrequiredto besubmitted for review
and/or approval by any State, county, or municipal agency shall bear thetitleblock
of theprofessiona engineer and/or land surveyor containingthefollowing essentia
elementsrequired by the New Jersey Board of Professional Engineersand Land
Surveyorsregulations(N.J.A.C. 13:40-1.1through 1.6):

1. Thenameand location of the project;

2. Thenameof theengineeringor landsurveyingindividud, firm, partnership,
corporation, professional association, or professional servicecorpora-
tion;

Thefull nameand certificatenumber of theperson(s) inresponsiblecharge;
Thetitle,"professonal engineer” and/or "land surveyor,” spelled out; and
Thehandwritten signatureandimpression-typeseal of theperson(s) in
responsi blecharge, and thedatewhen signed (arubber stamp of aseal
isnot acceptable).

ok w

Insomecases, all or partsof construction documentsmay bear morethan
oneseparate compl etedtitleblock. Thiswould signify that thesubmitting design
professionals are either associated in the project design, or that one architect or
engineeris”inresponsiblecharge’ over othersintheproject. Aslongasconstruction
documentsare signed and seal ed by the architect or engineer responsiblefor that
portionof thedes gn, accordingtotheBuilding Design ServicesAct, andthat individua
islicensedtopracticein New Jersey, thesigning and sealing requirement of theUCC
has been met.

WHO MAY SIGNAND SEAL? ARCHITECT OR ENGINEER:

Thefollowing chart withexplanatory notesdesi gnatesprojectsby Groupand
setsforth thosewhich may bedesigned, prepared, signed, and sealed by licensed
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architectsand professional engineers, or both, asindicated. For completedetails,
itisnecessary torefer totheBuilding Design ServicesAct, effectiveasof May 7,

1990.
BUILDING SUBCODE GROUPCLASS FICATION DESIGNPROFESSIONAL
A-1 Theaters Architect
A-2 Assembly Structures Architect
A-3 Assembly Structures Architect
A-4 Indoor Assembly Architect
A-5 Outdoor Assembly Architect or Engineer
B - Business Architect
ExcepTiONS
(a) Car-Wash Facilities Architect or Engineer
(b) Materials Testing Laboratories Architect or Engineer
(c) Data Processing Relay, or Equipment Architect or Engineer
Facilities and Telephone Exchanges
E - Educational Architect
F - Factory and Industrial Architect or Engineer
H - High Hazard Architect or Engineer
| - Institutional Architect
M - Mercantile Architect
R - Residential Architect
S - Storage Architect or Engineer
U - Utility Architect or Engineer

SPECIAL SITUATIONS:

1

3.

Only professond engineersmay sgnandsed plansfor " engineeringworks'
intheUtility Group such asasewage, water treatment, power plant, or
transportationsystem.

Either anarchitect or anengineer may signandsedl plansfor "engineering
systems," by law defined asthosesystemsnecessary for thepproper func-
tioning of abuildingand surrounding site, which systemsincludebut are
notlimitedtostructura (soil tests, footing andfoundetion, framing, roofing,
etc.), dectrica, heating, lighting, acoustical, ventilation, air conditioning,
grading, plumbing, drainage, fireprotection, elevators, and energy con-
servdion.

For amixed use, whichthelaw terms"anancillary part of anengineering
project,” professiona engineersmay signandseal plansfor buildingsand
portionsof buildingsinanon-permitted Group only wherethebuilding
or portionisanancillary part of an engineering proj ect, and theareaof
incidental usedoesnot congtitutemorethanten percent of thebuilding's
total floor areaor 2,000 squarefeet, whichever isgreater.
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BULLETIN NO. 4. Only engineersmay signand seal plansfor drainagesystemsfor sites
greater thantenacresinvolvingastormwater detentionbasin, or traversed

by awater course.

96_ 2 5. THE TYPESOF BUILDINGS UNDER THISLAW ARE BASED ON THE BUILDING
SuBcobe GRouP CATEGORIES. Theboardsthat regulatetheprofessions
of architectureand engineering or the Joint Committeewill usethese

categoriesindeterminingwhether anarchitect or anengineer may design

aparticular building. THE GROUP FOR THE APPLICATION OF THE CODE
(NOT FOR DECIDING WHO MAY MAKE SUBMISSIONS) SHOULD BE DETER-
MINED ON THE BASIS OF THE LATEST ADOPTED EDITION OF THE CODE.

Incaseswhereidentifyinganarchitect or engineer asthedesign professional
isdtill difficult,youmay directyour questionstothe Department of Community Affairs
CodeAssistanceUnit at (609) 984-7609, or ask for resol utionby the Joint Committee
of Architectsand Engineersby contacting either theBoard of Architectsat (973) 504-
6385 or theBoard of Professional Engineersand Land Surveyorsat (973) 504-6460.
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